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How to access OVIDSP databases 

 
From JEFFLINE homepage: http://jeffline.jefferson.edu click on MEDLINE, Cochrane and 
OVIDSP databases 

 

 
 

Off-campus access requires a campus key and password. 
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Difference between MEDLINE, MEDLINE In-Process and OLDMEDLINE 
 
Articles when they are published are read by indexers and assigned Medical Subject Headings 
(MeSH) (10-15 on average based on the topic matter covered in an article). Think of MeSH as 
biomedical keywords.  This process takes 90 days.  So when an article is hot off the press it is 
assigned to the MEDLINE In-Process database.  This database can only be searched using 
keywords.  
 
Once articles are assigned MeSH terms then the articles are moved to MEDLINE where articles 
can be searched using the medical subject headings.  
 
OLDMEDLINE is for locating citations that date back to the 1940s, 1950s and 1960s. 
 

 
 
 
Benefits of setting up a free personal account 
 
Benefits to setting up a free personal account include: 

1. Save unlimited number of search histories 
2. Set-up unlimited number of search alerts 
3. Add and save annotations to citations 

 
Click on Personal Account to create free account. 
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Create an account by clicking on: Create a New Personal Account. 
 

 
 
 
After creating account, return to the main search page click on Main Search Page 
 

 
 
 
 
Once an account has been created and you have logged in then account name appears in upper 
right hand corner 
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How does a basic search work? 

 

 
 

Basic Search is a tool featuring natural language processing.   
 

Three types of queries work best when using basic search: 
1. Group of terms: a concise expression of a concept (Childhood obesity in America) 
2. Full query: a question or phrase stated in plain English (What are the most effective 

treatments for childhood obesity? 
3. Copy and paste a title: a variation of one or both of the other query types (Efficacy of 

maintenance treatment approaches for child overweight) 
 
Basic search will take the search criteria and filter out words that are deemed to be irrelevant or 
“noise words”.   
 
Including related terms will look for word variations, strong synonyms and acronyms.   
 
A search for childhood would search childhood, childhoods, child, children, kid, kids. 
 
Basic Search was designed to retrieve the most relevant results, not ALL results.  These are the 
3 factors that OVIDSP will use to retrieve results using the basic search.   
 
Count: How many search concepts appear in the results 
 
Basic search assigns the highest relevancy to results that include all of the validated terms within 
the original search criteria.  For example, from the search in our original example, a passage that 
includes the terms “treatments”, “childhood” and “obesity” will have a higher ranking than a 
passage that includes “treatments” and “obesity”. 
 
Importance: How rare the terms are in the database 
 
Terms that are rare are given greater weight than more common terms. 
 
Prominence: Where terms appear in a result 
 
Terms that occur in the title of a citation or chapter are given greater weight that those that occur 
in descriptor fields or section headings, while those that occur in abstracts or full text are given 
even less weight. 
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Find a Citation 

 

 
 

Find a citation feature allows for locating incomplete citations.  Think of it as an internal search 
engine of OVIDSP.  Enter the information that you know to be correct and run a search.  In the 
example above it will retrieve all the articles published by Frisby AJ. 
 
Search Tools 
 

 
 
Search tools tab allows for searching the database in a variety of methods.  Options include: 
mapping a MeSH term, looking at the MeSH tree, the permuted index for individual terms, a 
scope note or definition, exploding a MeSH term and searching for subheadings 
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Search Fields 
 

 
 
Search Fields allow searchers to narrow their search terms  to a specific field.  For example, 
Thomas Jefferson.in will locate articles published from Thomas Jefferson University. 
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Advanced OVIDSP Search 

 

 
 
Advanced OVID Search will automatically map term to subject heading(s).  Other search options 
include: author, title and journal.  The Advanced OVID Search is great for a power user. 
 
Using annotation feature 
 
To use the annotation feature, searchers must be logged into their personal account. Click on 
yellow annotation note to add your own comments that will be saved in your personal OVIDSP 
account. 
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Saving search history and creating alerts 
 
After running a search, click on Save Search History to save and/or set-up email alerts. 
 

 
 
In saving a search alert, complete the form and click save. Save an unlimited number of alerts. 
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Exporting citations to RefWorks or other bibliographic management software 

 
After completing a search and selecting citations for exporting to RefWorks follow these steps in 
the Results Manager: 

 
1. Under Results select Selected Results 
2. Under Fields select Complete Reference 
3. Under Results Format select Direct Export 
4. Under Actions select Save 
 
If you have not logged into RefWorks a second browser window should open prompting for 
login (campus key) and password.  
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Accessing full text articles 

 
If available, OVID full text articles are indicated to the right of the citation 
 

 
 
If an OVID full text option is not available click on check JEFFLINE icon 
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Clicking on Check JEFFLINE opens a second browser window indicating if the article is 
available full text.  The Check JEFFLINE link will show electronic and print Scott Memorial 
Library journal subscriptions.  If the journal is available in print it will read: hard copy at the 
Scott Library. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Reference Help 
 

Email: askalibrarian@jefferson.edu 
 

Reference Desk Phone number: 215.503.8150 
 

Chat and IM: 
 

Network Screen Name  

AIM SMLreference 

MSN askalibrarian@jefferson.edu

Yahoo! SMLreference 

GoogleTalk SMLreference@gmail.com 

Meebo SMLreference 
 
  

 


